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SCOCI ETY OF FI RE PROTECTI ON ENG NEERS

CONSTI TUTI ON




British Col unbi a Chapter
of the
Society of Fire Protection Engi neers
CONSTI TUTI ON AND BY- LAWS

ARTI CLE | NANVE

Section I-1 The nane of the organization shall be the
"British Colunbia Chapter of the Society of
Fire Protection Engineers" and is herein
referred to as the Chapter. The chapter is
chartered by the society of Fire Protection
Engi neers, a not-for-profit corporation,
herein referred to as the Society.

ARTI CLE Il OBJECTI VES

Section I1-1 The objectives of the Chapter shall be to
advance the art and science of fire
protection engineering and its allied fields,
to maintain a high ethical standard anong its
menbers, and to foster fire protection
engi neeri ng educati on.

Section |1-2 The chapter shall not speak for the Society
of Fire Protection Engineers on any |ocal or
national matter without specific witten
aut hori zation of the Society.

Section 11-3 The Chapter shall abide by the Constitution
and By-Laws of the Society.

ARTI CLE 11| VEMBERSH P

Section I11-1 Menbership in the Chapter shall be open to

i ndi vi dual s who are Fol | ows, Menbers,

Associ ate Menbers, Affiliates, Engineering
Technol ogi sts, Engi neering Techni ci ans,
student Menbers, or Honorary Menbers of the
Soci ety of Fire Protection Engineers.
Menber shi p shall include individuals residing
or working in the general area of British

Col unbia. See also Section 111-5.

Section I11-2 Al'l applications for Chapter nenbership shal
be submtted to the Treasurer who shal
verify the applicants nenbership status in
the Society. The applicant shall be notified
in an appropriate manner of the Chapter
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menber ship and shall be recorded by the
Treasurer.

Except for Student Menbers, all nenbers shal
have voting privileges. Each nenber shall be
entitled to one vote in the affairs of the
chapter.

Chapter nenbers who becone ineligible due to
| oss of menbership in the Society of Fire
Protection Engi neers shall forfeit their
voting privileges in the Chapter, but may
have their privileges reinstated if they were
suspended.

Chapter nenbers who fail to pay their dues
when payabl e or within sixty days thereof
shall be forthwi th suspended but shall be
automatically reinstated, it within six
nont hs of such suspension they renedy the
condition for which they were suspended.

By action of the Executive Commttee after
due notice, and hearing if requested by the
Chapt er nenber, the nenbership of a Chapter
menber may be terminated it the Executive
Commttee finds the nmenber guilty of
unet hi cal professional conduct, conduct
prejudicial to the best interest of the
Chapter, or of falsification of nenbership
application. Any individual whose Chapter
menber shi p has been suspended or term nated
may apply for reinstatenent and the Executive
Comm ttee shall in any such case specify the
procedure to be foll owed.

The Chapter recognizes the need to maintain a
liaison wth individuals in fire-rel ated
fields of endeavour and interest who are not
menbers of the Society. The chapter

encour ages and accepts the support and
participation of these individuals in chapter
activities. The Chapter will accord themthe
courtesies of regular chapter publications
and participation in neetings and ot her
events upon paynent of an annual handling and
mai | i ng fee.

Upon recei pt of annual handling and mailing
fees, the Treasurer shall notify the
Secretary who shall confirmreceipt of tees
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ARTI CLE V
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to the applicants and formally enter their
nanes of the Chapter mailing list.

CHAPTER LEADERSHI P

Oficers of the Chapter shall be President,
1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President,

| medi ate Past President, Secretary, and
Treasurer. Wth the exception of |Immed ate
Past President, officers shall be el ected by
t he nenbers and hold office for one year or
until their successors are elected and
qualified. all officers shall serve w thout
sal ary.

There shall be an Executive Conmittee
consisting of President, 1st Vice President,
2nd Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer

| medi ate Past President, and up to three (3)
menbers el ected by the Chapter for a term of
one year.

The President and a majority of the Executive
Comm ttee shall hold the grade of Fellow,
Honorary Menber, Menber, or Associ ate Menber
in the society of Fire Protection Engi neers.

The President and 1st Vice President shal
not serve for nore than two consecutive terns
in any one elective office.

Vacancies in office may be filled, until the
next election, by magjority vote of the
Executive Committee.

DUTI ES OF OFFI CERS AND EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

It shall be the duty of the President to
preside at all neetings and to perform ot her
duties usual to the office. The president
shall call neetings of the Executive

Commi ttee as consi dered necessary or by
request of three or nore nenbers of the
Commttee. The President nmay appoi nt speci al
or standing conmttees, as occasion nmay
require, subject to najority approval of the
Executive Commttee. |If, for any reason, the
President is not available, the 1st Vice
President shall have the powers of the

Presi dent.

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to
record all official actions of the Chapter
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and to performthe duties usual to the office
of Secretary. The Secretary shall issue al
noti ce of neetings. The secretary shall keep
a register of the nmenbers of the Chapter.

The Secretary shall submt, at |east

annual ly, a nenbership list, mnutes of the
meetings, and other pertinent information to
the Secretary-Treasurer of the Society of
Fire Protection Engi neers.

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to
maintain all financial records of the
Chapter, to collect dues, to dispense cheques
for expenses, to prepare an annual budget, to
prepare current financial statenent for each
regul arly schedul ed Chapter neeting, and to
perform ot her duties usual to the office of
Treasurer,

The President and 1st Vice President shall be
the Chairman and Vi ce-chairman respectively
of the Executive Committee.

The Executive Comm ttee shall neet at | east
quarterly, but may neet as often as necessary
or desirable at the discretion of the
Chai r man.

A mjority of the commttee shall constitute
a quorum at any neeting of the Executive
Commi ttee.

it shall be a specific duty of the Executive
Commttee to pass upon the desirability of
any action submtted to the Chapter for its
consideration with respect to basic policy.
Negative or advisory results will be reported
i medi ately to the Chapter for further
action.

EXPENDI TURES AND APPROPRI ATI ONS

The Executive Commttee may authorize
expenditures up to and including 25% of the
Chapter's current avail able nonies. Al
expenditures or appropriations exceedi ng 25%
of the Chapter's avail able nonies shall be
approved by vote of the nmenbership at a
schedul e or a called neeting. Necessary
expenditures required by the Secretary and
the Treasurer for stationary, postage and
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incidentals, not to exceed $500. 00, are
exenpt from a nenbership vote.

The Chapter shall in no way incur financial
or contractual obligations upon the Society
wi thout full witten approval of the Board of
Directors of the Society of Fire Protection
Engi neers.

MEETI NGS
The Chapter will strive for six nonthly
neetings each year. |In case of a special

neeting, at |least 10 days witten notice wll
be given to those individuals an the chapter
mai ling |ist.

At the Annual Business Meeting the President
shal | present an annual report review ng the
activities of the Chapter during the past
twel ve nont hs and recomrendi ng future
activities. The Treasurer shall present a
report show ng recei pts and di sbursenents for
the past twelve nonths, and a statenent of
assets, liabilities, and net worth at the
close of the elected term

In order to transact business at any neeting
of the Chapter, there shall be at |east 15
peopl e present.

Roberts' Rul es of order shall govern the
transaction of business in all neetings
unl ess inconsistent wwth these articles.

A nom nating conmttee shall be appointed and
shall report in witing to the nenbers at

| east 30 days precedi ng the Annual Business
Meeting, a list of nomnations for all

of ficers and vacanci es on the Executive
Commttee to be voted on. This shall not
precl ude additional nom nations fromthe

fl oor preceding the voting at the annual
nmeet i ng.

DUES

The annual dues of each nenber shall be
determ ned by a vote of the chapter
nmenber shi p. Dues shall be payabl e upon
acceptance of application for new nenbers and
on or before January 1st of each year
thereafter. Those who fail to pay dues
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within the prescribed tine shall be suspended
after due notice in witing is given to said
i ndi viduals of their delinquency.

Processi ng of annual handling and mailing
fees for those individual s and organi zation
who receive chapter publications but are not
menbers of the Society wll be equivalent to
Chapter Dues. This includes the anount
paynent due date, and actions regardi ng non-
paynent of such fees.

AMENDMENTS

These articles may be anended at any regul ar
neeting by a two-thirds vote of the nenbers
present. Proposals for anendnents shall be
submitted in witing to the Secretary. These
proposal s shall be distributed in witing to
t he nenbership and read at the neeting

i mredi ately preceding that at which the
anendnents are to be voted upon.

The waiting period may be wai ved upon
approval of the Executive Committee and a
majority of all nmenbers of the Chapter.

Al'l changes to the Chapter Constitution shal
be submtted to the Soci ety Board of
Directors.
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